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Sonoma County  
Long-term road PLan
Fact Sheet

How big iS tHe County road network?

The county is responsible for maintaining and fixing roads outside cities. Sonoma County has 1,383 
miles of road. In comparison, Orange County is responsible for maintaining 309 miles of road.

wHy are our roadS in SuCH Poor SHaPe?

There are many reasons. We have all lived through 
the worst recession since the Great Depression; this 
has limited our ability to use county general fund 
dollars. State and federal funding for roads have  
not kept up with costs and the funding formulas 
unfairly penalize rural counties with lots of road 
miles to maintain. 

At the same time, roads are expensive to maintain. 
It’s more cost effective to quickly repair roads rather 
than letting them deteriorate. Rebuilding a road can 
cost five to ten times as much as maintaining it.

How muCH iS it going to CoSt to get our County road network baCk in SHaPe?

Almost $1 billion. Over the last three years, the county has been able to invest approximately $100 million 
dollars in roads, bridges, drainage and safety features — just over $78 million was for road maintenance 
and improvements. However, we have a long way to go and have a 20 year plan. We need to look for 
additional, consistent dollars to fix the problem.

wHat iS tHe Long range tranSPortation PLan?

This plan was developed to provide decision makers and citizens with a strategy and focus to fix this 
long-term systemic problem. The plan’s initial goal covers half of our road network using funds that we 
can currently identify; but we know that we must find additional funds and resources to meet our goal of 
investing $47.7 million dollars annually for roads.

didn’t i read SomewHere tHat you SPent over $50 miLLion LaSt year on infraStruCture 
imProvementS? aren’t we SPending enougH rigHt now to fix tHe ProbLem? wHy do we need 
more road fundS? 

This figure included all roadway infrastructure improvements in the county. About $19 million of this 
total was used for road maintenance, repair and reconstruction. This is significantly less that the needed 
$47.7 million dollars annually each year to keep our roads in good to very good condition.
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if we SPend $47 miLLion a year for 20 yearS,  
wiLL it fix tHe ProbLem? 

YES, If we consistently spend at least $47 million  
every year on roads, EVERY road in the county area 
will see improvements. Further, we will have funds to 
maintain the roads that we improve.

don’t we reCeive State and federaL gaS tax 
fundS for roadS? iSn’t tHat enougH?

NO. Federal gas tax funds can only be used on federally eligible roads such as Santa Rosa Avenue and 
Stony Point Road. The state gas tax formula does not benefit suburban and rural counties like Sonoma 
County that have a large number of road miles to maintain. Last year, we received $12.7 million from the 
state gas tax and $1.65 million from the federal gas tax for a total of $14.35 million. This is nowhere near 
the $47 million we need each year to start address this issue.

SHouLdn’t we juSt raiSe tHe State and federaL gaS tax? aren’t uSer taxeS a better fix? 

We can’t count on either of these initiatives occurring or meeting our funding needs; the state and 
federal gas tax haven’t been raised in over 30 years. Recently, members of Congress have proposed 
raising the federal gas tax and the Governor has proposed a vehicle miles-traveled tax. However, with 
both the state and federal gas tax, we have no guarantee that the funding would come to counties. If 
these taxes were raised for local roads, they would be great supplemental improvements that help us fill 
the full long-term need.

i SuSPeCt tHat my neigHborHood road iS Low on tHe Priority LiSt. wiLL it ever be uPgraded? 

The Board of Supervisors has committed $1 million in road funding annually to target those roads that 
are not prioritized through the annual road evaluation process.

wHat HaPPenS if tHe County iS unabLe to 
aLLoCate $47.7 miLLion eaCH year to fund tHe 
imProvement and maintenanCe of our roadS?

Roads will continue to deteriorate. It will take 
us longer to achieve our ultimate goal of making 
improvements to every road in this county and it 
will be much more expensive.

So wHat Can i do aS a Citizen of  
Sonoma County? 

•    Stay informed about what’s happening with roads 
in Sonoma County.

•    Help us find additional funds to fix and maintain 
our roads, including supporting lobbying efforts 
to increase federal and state dollars.

•    Support the county’s current financial 
commitment to road improvements and 
maintenance.
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