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Pursuant to Section 15071 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration
and the attached Expanded Initial Study, including the identified mitigation measures and monitoring
program, constitute the environmental review conducted by the County of Sonoma as lead agency for the
proposed project described below:

Project Name:
Project Proponent:
Lead Agency:

Project Location/Address:

Decision Making Body:

Project Description:

Initial Study:

Mitigation Measures:

Arnold Drive Bike Lane Project
County of Sonoma Public Infrastructure
County of Sonoma

Arnold Drive from Country Club Drive to Madrone Road in
unincorporated Sonoma County

Sonoma County Board of Supervisors

The proposed project improvements include alterations along an
approximately two-mile segment of Arnold Drive for the addition of Class
Il bicycle lanes on each side of the road. The project would require
select areas of road widening, paving, signage/striping improvements,
storm drainage improvements, culvert extensions, frontage property
improvements, and utility relocations. See Item Il in attached
Expanded Initial Study.

See attached. For more information, please contact Chris Seppeler,
Senior Environmental Specialist, at (707) 565-8353.

Included in attached Initial Study. The County has agreed to implement
all mitigation measures.
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L INTRODUCTION:

The County of Sonoma is proposing to implement the Arnold Drive Bike Lane Project (“project”), which
would add Class Il bicycle lanes along an approximately two-mile segment of Arnold Drive from Country
Club Drive to Madrone Road in unincorporated Sonoma County (see Figure 1). The project would require
select areas of road widening, paving, signage/striping improvements, storm drainage improvements,
culvert extensions, frontage property improvements, and utility relocations.

The purpose of the project is to improve safety and mobility for nonmotorized transportation users. The
Comprehensive Planning Division of the Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department
reviewed the project and found it to be consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Circulation
and Transit Element of the County’s General Plan. The project aligns with County goals encouraging safe
bicycle ridership and infrastructure, supporting zero emission transportation options, and aligning with the
Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. The Sonoma County Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Committee has also provided a determination of project consistency with the Countywide Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan.

This report is the Initial Study required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The report
was prepared by the Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department (Permit Sonoma)
with support from its consultant team. Technical studies provided by qualified consultants are attached to
this Expanded Initial Study to support the conclusions. Other reports, documents, maps and studies
referred to in this document are available for review at the Permit Sonoma office or on the County’s
website at: https://tinyurl.com/Arnold-Drive. Please contact Chris Seppeler, Senior Environmental
Specialist, at (707) 565-8353, for more information.

L. EXISTING FACILITY

Arnold Drive is identified as an Urban Minor Arterial and a Scenic Corridor in the Sonoma County General
Plan. Arnold Drive in the project area lacks bicycle infrastructure, creating disconnected facilities and an
intimidating experience for people bicycling who are forced onto the pavement adjacent to high-volume,
high-speed vehicle traffic. Traffic volumes along the project corridor average 10,000 to 13,000 vehicles
per day with a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour (mph).

The width of Arnold Drive in the project area varies between 25-feet and 40-feet, which includes a 12-foot
travel lane in each direction and remaining shoulder width, along with roadside stormwater ditches and
adjacent trees, vegetation, and private driveways. Stormwater along the project corridor sheet flows into
roadside ditches, and multiple culvert structures accommodate watercourse crossings beneath Arnold
Drive. Surrounding land uses include residential and agricultural properties, as well as St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church, Hanna Center and Sonoma Golf Club.

Il SETTING

Figure OSRC-5i of the Sonoma County General Plan designates Arnold Drive between Highway 12 and
Highway 116 as a Scenic Corridor. The General Plan and Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan identify a proposed Class Il bikeway along Arnold Drive in the project area. Farmland mapping
designates several areas adjacent to the project corridor as unique farmland, farmland of local
importance, and farmland of statewide importance.

Sonoma Creek flows parallel to the project corridor approximately 0.25-miles to 0.5-miles east of Arnold
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